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the help which they have found in the stern struggle of life from coming Sunday by Sunday to the Worship Hour at St. Jude's.
The following is from a man who did much to make the services what they were, but who prefers to be anonymous:
1902.—One of the congregation, speaking of the help the service had been to him, said, much as he appreciated the readings and the music, there was nothing equal to the time of silent prayer. When the people had been solemnised by music, Mr. Barnett would say, " While the church is silent, let us draw near to God in prayer," and in the silence that followed cc souls became still enough to hear God speak." At the close of the period for silence the Vicar gathered up the aspirations and petitions by reciting the Lord's Prayer, in which by his emphasis on one clause or another he brought out the intention of the service.
It was a very great pleasure to me to prepare the services, to select the governing thought, find suggestive mottoes, choose the readings, and invite the singers. Mr. H. Heath-cote Statham gave generous help in all that concerned the music. Sometimes he added severe criticism, but he had a high standard, and our deathless principle of " the best for the lowest " demanded fine music. When Mr. Boyle joined St. Jude's in 1885 his well-furnished brain enlarged my literary horizon, and a book which he kept, numbering no fewer than 334 pages, on each of which is the record of a separate service, makes interesting reading.
It was essential for the " Worship Hour " that hymns should be both rational and reverent, but no such collection seemed to exist, until Miss Townsend made one and presented it in manuscript to Mr. Barnett—following her Christmas gift to him by a birthday gift to me of 500 copies subscribed by many friends.
1886.—The new hymn-book represents the thought of one friend whose sympathy has been proved through many years, and the publication ^represents the generous good-will of many friends. The very presence of the books in the pews is thus an evidence of the Unseen Spirit of Love which broods over all, and the book contains words which must be helpful to those who would think as well as sing. The words of hymns are answerable for many of the misconceptions which lie at the root both of superstition and infidelity. For the sake of tune, false sentiment and morbid fancy have been allowed a place in worship. It is no light gain that St. Jude's has now a book of poems which the thinker may study and which all may sing with understanding,